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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 March 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E<3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-12 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 13-30 is/are rejected. 

7) E] Claim(s) 3± is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 21 May 2004 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of Group II in the reply filed on March 26, 2007 
is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that there is no burden. This is not 
found persuasive based on the different classifications and different searches required 
as presented in the previous action. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such 

omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 

MPEP § 2172.01 . There is no indication of how either the third air nozzle or the second 

severing element is related to the invention. It is presumed for the purposes of compact 

prosecution that all of the components described in the claims have some form of a 

relationship that allows them to act cooperatively. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 13, 14, 17, 22, and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent No 5,779,184 to Kaufman n et al. ("Kaufmann"). 

As for claim 13, figure 1 of Kaufmann teaches a feed element [paper roll 2], a 
severing element [splicing point blade 10], a fixing element [guide roll 6], and a suction 
channel [suction box 4]. 

As for claim 14, the conveyor path extends from a wrapping material strip supply 
[splicing roll 10] to said feed, element. 

As for claim 17, figure 1 of Kaufmann shows a second severing element [cut off 
blade 10'] 

As for claim 26, figure 1 of Kaufmann teaches a conveyor path [path of paper 
travel between paper roll 2 and guide roll 6], a suction channel [suction box 4], a 
severing element [splicing point blade 10], and a fixing element [guide roll 6]. 

As for claims 22 and 27, the fixing element is arranged up stream of the severing 
element. 

Claims 13, 15, and 23-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent No. 4,648,409 to Mattei ("Mattei"). 
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As for claim 13, figure 2 of Mattei teaches a feed element [roller 10], a severing 
element [knife 34], a fixing element [outer shell 11], and a suction channel [suction unit 
35]. 

As for claims 15 and 23-25, Mattei teaches a cigarette rod maker for making rods 
of smokeable material [abstract]. 

As for claim 16, figures 2-4 of Mattei shows an air nozzle 1 [restriction leading to 
suction unit 35] in the suction channel. 

As for claim 26, figures 2-4 of Mattei teach an apparatus with a suction channel 
[suction unit 35], a conveyor path [path of paper 4 in figure 2], a severing element [knife 
34], and a fixing element [roller 10]. 

As for claim 27, the fixing element is positioned upstream of the fixing element. 

As for claims 28-30, multiple air nozzles [air suction conduits 13] perform the 
claimed functions of the first through third air nozzles claimed. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 


1 Nozzle is interpreted broadly to include such meanings as 'a short tube or duct that usually tapers or has 
a restriction.' 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 * 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Kaufmann as applied to claim 17, further in view of United States Patent No. 5,314,132 

to Ando et al. ("Ando"). Ando discloses that which is not expressly disclosed by 

Kaufmann, namely that individual severing elements may have individual air nozzles as 

part of the severing means [col. 1 lines 30-45]. At the time of the invention, it would 

have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art of handling paper webs to 

use the knife air jet combination of Ando [col. 1 lines 30-45] as the second severing 

element in Kaufmann because Ando teaches such means in connection with moving 

webs of paper, i.e. teaching the combination as a substitute for a blade alone [col. 1 

lines 30-45]. Ando and Kaufmann are analogous because both relate to severing 

traveling webs of paper. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 31 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Mattei, the closest relevant prior art, does not teach an air curtain. It is deemed 
by the examiner that there is insufficient motivation to modify Matei to include such an 
air curtain. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Edel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4804. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven P. Griffin can be reached on (571) 272-1 189. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


JBE 



STEVEN P. GRIFFIN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 


